“Right of the Child” NGO, Press announcement:

Boris Altshuler, Head of the Regional NGO “Right of the Child”, speaks about non-boarding alternatives for children, who lost their parents: “Adoption in Russia is a reluctant deal, - he says, - The main reason lies in insufficient and ineffective adoption procedure. The quantity of interested persons depends on friendliness of this procedure.” – “Izvestia” newspaper, February 10, 2004 – “You’re not an orphan” 
“Izvestia”, February 10, 2004, p. 1-2 

You’re not an orphan!

Natalia Konygina, Anastasia Naryshkina, Olga Timofeeva

On Sunday, “Izvestia” reported about women perished in the act of terrorism in Moscow – Olga Goman and Natalia Kiseleva. Both women brought up sons alone. After their death children became orphans.   Acts of terrorism are a mark of our time, and orphans are consequences of it, increasing in quantity. Relatives of these children face weighty problems: how to tell children about parent’s death, where to place them in, and whether there is an alternative to children’s homes, if relatives can’t take them into families… 

"Sorrow is to be remembered"
Final lists of the perished ones in Moscow subway are not still ready. But it is clear that not only eight-years old son of Olga Goman and ten-years old son of Natalia Kiseleva became orphaned. The first problem which relatives collide with in such cases: how to tell children, that they do not have mum or daddy. In July, 2003 “Izvestia” wrote about George Trofimov, combat engineer, who was lost at mine clearing of an explosive in cafe on Tverskaya st. His wife Elena said, that she hadn’t known how to tell three-yeas old daughter Irishka about daddy’s death.

- Well, how can I tell her that he has lost? She doesn’t understand what the death is? Nevertheless, it is necessary. She could think he has abandoned us. I said to daughter that her dad is on business trip for a time being – Elena said.

Meanwhile, various techniques for softening psychological consequences of acts of terrorism were elaborated. Elena Morozova, the child’s psychologist, the officer of Medical Academy of Post-Graduate Education, thinks that not the relative only can inform child about death of parents:

- Sometimes expert can do it in presence of relatives. Expert is to be a psychotherapist or a psychologist who dealed with losses and who can render information to the child and to his relatives. But the way he does depends on the age of the child and on his emotional condition. Frequently relatives are not capable to tell about loss. 


- But if they can, so how?


- After act of terror in “Nord-Ost”  I worked with family where the elder sister was lost, there was a boy and a girl, and mum was pregnant. Just realize a condition of this family? The kid was two years old, he was affected towards her sister, and the 11-years girl found a correct psychological course. She said: sister is with us, but now she works as an asterisk. We shall look at the sky and recollect her. He apprehended this version, this appeared to be enough...

What to do after you was told? How to go through it? You see, the child is included in it, and the same family, having buried the eldest sister, - they have sat down, have embraced, have recollected and by that rendered each other strong support. People should cry out and speak off. The sorrow should be passed. The key moment is to provide children with support and empathy. And sensation of stability. The life is going on. Yes, “there” it has collapsed, but here it is strong and reliable, and the child is protected and cared for. It is very important. By the way, in the family where the girl was lost, children asked hamsters for a long time. And I told their daddy: fulfill their wish right now. And they have bought hamsters, it appeared female, in two days she has given birth to seven hamsters, and there was happiness. It is correct - it is necessary to give sensation that the life proceeds.

"It’s like a rehearsal..."

The next problem which relatives collide: where to place children to. Not all have grandmothers and grandfathers, ready to bring up the orphaned grandchildren. And uncles and aunts in most cases do not take such responsibility... The most widespread output is children's home.

... Sasha and Misha have not come to children’s home. They are brought up by the grandmother and the grandfather. It is more than year back, right after act of terrorism in Dubrovka (“Nord-Ost”), newspapers wrote about the Frolovs. Larissa and Vladimir Frolovs lost the son and daughter-in-law in Dubrovka - and two kids have remained. Sasha was seven, Misha – four years old. Younger has not understood, that parents are dead. The elder - cried...

So the grandfather and the grandmother became mum and daddy for their grandsons… "It’s like a rehearsal. We brought up three children, the same turns out now. Waking up, having breakfast, assembling things, walking out", - Vladimir Frolov was recollecting in the “Namedni” TV program. But anyway orphaned children had a chance to find themselves in the family.

Seven years ago children’s homes gained the alternative – patronage families appeared. Children from children’s homes are brought up surrounded with family love and care irrespective of willingness of patronage parents to adopt them in the future.

The initiative of transferring of the western system of patronage families into Russia belonged to English baroness and the speaker of Chamber of Lords of Parliament of Great Britain - Caroline Cocks. On the last Friday lady Cocks arrived in Russia again to attract public attention to patronage families.

English upbringing.


The Moscow children’s home № 19 became the pioneer of introduction of patronage systems in Russia in 1996. The project was named “Our family.” Lady Cocks said in conversation with the correspondent of “Izvestia”, that the Russian system has surpassed the English one in some points.

There is an enormous professional psychological support for the placement into family in Russia, - speaks Caroline Cocks. – It is less developed in the Great Britain. Therefore we, unfortunately, frequently collide with a situation when the child passes from family to family while get accustomed in someone at last. But each unsuccessful attempt is a trauma for the child.

In Russia people, wishing to take the child, within several months pass psychological trainings which help them to be prepared for taking the new child into family and to make the weighed decision on, whether it is necessary to do it in general. Employees of children’s home assert, that even lonely women can be patronage tutors; elderly married couples or people consisting in a civil marriage. Patronage parents conclude the labor contract with children’s home and become his employees.

- The family receives the small salary, - Maria Ternovskaja, director of children’s home № 19, tells. - Under the law it is 3,5 minimal sizes of a payment, but really we pay about 2000 rubles a month per one child. Besides they also receive the children’s grant - about 2,5 thousand roubles, and the seniority is counted.

208 children from 1,5 to 14 participated in the Project “Our Family.” 149 children have been placed into families. Patronage family should not necessarily adopt the child, however 23 percent of children from children’s home № 19 have been adopted, and 11 more percent  - were taken under trusteeship.

Now patronage families exist in 20 regions of Russia, nevertheless the Project of children’s home is still considered as experimental. “It is insulting to be an experiment within 10 years,” - Ternovskaja says. She considers, that their children’s home needs to be regarded as a basis of model of reforming of bodies of trusteeship and guardianship all over Russia.

Unfriendly procedure of adoption


Many people speak that bodies of trusteeship should be reformed. Russia strongly lags behind other countries in number of adoptions. In the Russian children’s homes, boarding schools and houses of the baby now it is about 200 thousand children. Annually this figure increases approximately on 5 thousand.

- Adoption in Russia is reluctant, - Boris Altshuler, head of the Regional NGO “Right of the Child” says. - If to speak about adoption of orphans by alien  to the child citizens inside Russia it is stable figure - about 7 thousand a year. Approximately 6 thousand children a year are adopted from abroad.  The main reason is ineffective procedure of adoption. The quantity of interested persons depends on friendliness of the procedure. In Russia: the Russian, wishing to adopt the child, comes in bodies of trusteeship and guardianship on a territory of his/her permanent residence for the permission to become an adoptive parent. Employees of these bodies are terribly loaded by other matters, so adoption is an additional burden for them. And there are no special people which would have a task to help with adoption in the country. There is a public foundation “Shelter of the childhood” in Moscow to which the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation has transferred for accommodation on their site (www.innewfamily.narod.ru) the information about 120 orphaned children who are also sick. They have placed the information in internet and in few months the miracle happened: 27 sick children have found the Russian parents already. Without this the documents of these kids would have been buried in the files of the Federal Bank of Data of 150 thousands orphaned kids, and anybody would ever know about them. In opinion of Altshuler, adoption in Russia is not sufficient not because of poverty of the population, but also because of requirements of the Family Code to potential parents in the part of income and size of apartment:
- They are too firm. The newest offers of the Ministry of Education contain the important addition to the law: the court has the right to neglect these norms in interests of the child. Now – the right is not in force. Hence the huge layer of teachers, doctors, remarkable highly moral people are deprived of the opportunity to adopt the child.
So far, the patronage is the most simple way both for the child, and for substitute parents to find each other. Now employees of children’s home № 19 are searching for people which can help children. And the problem is not in money only.

- Very few people know about us, - Maria Ternovskaja says. - Please, write, that our children are waiting for people, ready to take them into family.

COMMENT BY BORIS ALTHSULER AFTER THE PUBLICATION:

Alexei Rudov, Chair of the “Shelter of the Childhood” said me that the fact that “Izvestia” named the Web-address of their site resulted in immediate doubling of visitors to the site.
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