International Conference

On Development of Permanent Family Placement for Orphaned Children in Russia

(26-27 October 2004,  Moscow)

On the initiative of the American NGO “Kidsave International” and in cooperation with the USA IREX/ARO (Assistance to Russian Orphans), Coudert Brothers LLP (USA), Gorbachev Foundation (Moscow), University of the Russian Academy of Education (Moscow), and “Right of the Child” NGO (Moscow) the two day International Conference “Development of Permanent Family Placement for Orphaned Children in Russia” is planned for October 2004 in Moscow. 

The Conference Goal: Planning and implementation of the Federal and Regional programs by Administration and NGOs that have proven to promote permanent family placement of orphaned children and children deprived of parental care. 

The questions suggested for consideration at the Conference:

1. Presentation of the successful Kidsave International strategy of implementation of Permanency Planning Program through the tool of Short Stay Models and the presentation of other models proven to promote permanency for orphaned children. (Topics for discussion: Permanent Family Placement Plan for every institutionalized child, “Miracles Program”, Family Visits, Family Mentoring, training and retraining of the Orphanages Staff, training of Professionals, of families, of mentors and children).

2. Discussion of the ways to make in-country Russian adoption more user-friendly: 

· Changing basic federal laws with a goal to decrease legal barriers and to create social benefits for adopters;

· At the level of regions and municipalities implementation of new model of work of guardianship and trusteeship bodies targeted at reunification of biological families or placement of orphaned children into the permanent substitute families;

· Strengthening of the guardianship and trusteeship bodies with Authorized Institutions – Family Placement Services;

· Participation of NGOs initiatives in organization of training and mutual communication of adopters and in creation of Associations of Adoptive Parents, etc.

3. Social Marketing/Working with Mass Media to promote the in-country Russian adoption and other forms of permanent family placement of orphaned children. Topics for discussion: 

· Media programs and publications such as “I am Looking for Mother”;

· Discussion of programs with wide distribution of the “deliverable” information about orphaned children from the Regional and Federal Banks;

· Change attitudes to adoption through wide advertisement in media of the positive examples and explaining of harm of institutionalization;

· Development of the proper media messages to reach the public and promote adoption. 

Invited participants of the Conference will include representatives of the Ministry of Education and Science and other bodies and branches of Federal power of the Russian Federation, responsible leaders, experts and specialists from all regions of Russia, representatives of civil society organizations working in the interests of children.
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Organizing Committee of the Conference

Contact persons:

Eric Batsie, Kidsave International, tel/fax (7-095) 257-11-71, E-mail: ebatsie@kidsave.ru 

Svetlana Pronina, “Right of the Child”, (7-095) 291-58-72, tel./fax: (7-095) 291-91-76

E-mail: right-child@mtu-net.ru
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