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To V.V. Putin,

President of the Russian Federation,

To Heads of Administrations of Subjects of the Russian Federation

          Esteemed Vladimir Vladimirovich!

          Esteemed Heads of Administrations of Subjects of the Russian Federation!

          We ask you to initiate the creation of system of Public Inspectorate of the observation of human rights in the social sphere of Russia. The existing crises situation in the pharmacological support all over Russia when there is lack in supply of the vitally needed medications is widely known today, it is even discussed by the Government and President. However this crises could hardly happen in case the effective “Peoples Control” would exist in Russia. Also there is unceasing information about most serious events of abuse, violence and violation of rights of minor and adult patients of hospitals, of inmates of different children’s institutions, of inhabitants of internats for mentally disabled ones and of homes for elderly people, etc. And these frightening facts which are revealed by the General Prosecution Office of Russia, by NGOs, journalists, by Ombudsman for Human Rights of Russia, by Children’s Rights and Human Rights Ombudsmen of Russian regions (subjects of Federation) – those facts are surely only the tip of the iceberg of heavy problems which are not resolved for years.

The root cause of this situation is the immanent “closedness” of all these bodies and institutions. The efficient remedy against it, time-tested in many countries, would be the creation of necessary transparency by the tool of Public Watch-Dog System (Public Inspectorate) when Public Controllers are given the right to pay the unannounced visits to institutions, to check up documentation, to speak confidentially with inmates.

The adoption of appropriate Federal Law is evidently needed. However this is a long way whereas the heartbreaking unacceptable situation demands immediate therapy. That is why we appeal to Heads of Administrations of Subjects of the Russian Federation to act NOW, to establish by their Decrees the Regional Public Inspectorate Commissions in Social Sphere, to determine the procedure of appointment of members of the Commissions, to endue the members by the necessary  powers, not forgetting their responsibility and responsibility of those ones who would like to hinder their watch-dog activity.

According to pilot experience in some of Russian regions the authoritative NGOs put forward the candidates to the membership in the Regional Public Inspectorate Commissions whereas final selection and appointment of the Commission’s membership is the Decision of the Governor of the Region. 

However in the present Russian reality with the so far strongly underdeveloped Civil Society all over the country we suppose that it would be reasonable to accept the “parity order” of  final appointment of members of the Public Inspectorate Commissions: 50% of the membership of the Commission may be appointed by the Head of Administration of Subject of the Russian Federation (i.e. by the Governor of the Region) whereas other 50% of membership may be appointed on the Federal level (e.g. by the Public Chamber of the Russian Federation). This will permit to prevent the decease of “regional closedness” of the proposed control system; also thanks to that the Governors will receive the reliable and truthful information about situation in social sphere in their region.

Drafts of the regulative documents of the proposed Public Inspectorate system are already developed by the NGOs. The inspectorate activity of the Public Controller – member of the Regional Public Inspectorate Commission may be financially supported from the budget of NGO which recommended him/her to the membership in the Commission; and/or it may be financed from the budget of the Subject of the Russian Federation, if Governor will take this Decision.

Esteemed Vladimir Vladimirovich, we ask you to support this initiative with the authority of President of Russia and as a Constitutional Guarantor of observation of rights and liberties of man and citizen in the Russian Federation. 

With respect

Boris Altshuler, 
Head of the “Right of the Child” NGO.

Svetlana Pronina, 
Coordinator of the Program “Child’s Right for Family” of the “Right of the Child” NGO.

Sergei Koloskov, 

President of the “Down’s Syndrome Association”.

Experts of the Public Chamber of the Russian Federation, Members of the Expert Council under Ombudsman for Human Rights of Russia, Members of the Coordinating Council of the All-Russian Union “Civil Society – for Children of Russia”.
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