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Briefing of the situation:
According to the State statistics children population of Russia was equal to 25.981 thousands in 2009, it decreased by 5million in 6 years. Because of the measures taken by the State in the last years number of kids of the age 0-4 years old increased now by 1 million, which resulted in the cosmic size of 2 million children Waiting List to the day care facilities (children gardens). And now there is the wide all-Russian movement of young parents for the right of Russian children for preschool education.
At the same time and in spite of decrease of total children’s population more than 100 thousands new orphans are stably revealed in Russia every year (in average about 300 new orphans per day); 25% from them increase population of Russian children’s institutions. This is real “fabric of orphanhood” constructed by Russian Federal Laws.

And there are drastic violation of children’s rights in the institutions which are a sort of small “closed societies”. The abuse of psychiatry is among the heaviest violations of rights of the institutionalized children.
All in all: the number of children permanently living in Russian children’s institutions is about 1.5% from the children population; this number was 350 thousands in 2009 decreasing proportionally to total children’s population by 100 thousands in 6 years. From them 30% are orphaned children (including so called “social orphans”); other 70% were “temporary” placed to internats on their parents’ applications – because of child’s disability, or unfavorable social or economical situation in the family.
Russian social system does not have remedies to heal problem family situations but is only capable to “save” child separating him/her from the parents. This destructive style of work is unambiguously fixed by the Law, and this is the main reason of the tragic situation described by State statistics. Another system problem is in the absence of co-ordination of different departments responsible for solution of children’s problems and priority of budget-financial interests of these plural departments.
The Law also fixes the “separation approach” (EXclusiveness) in the Russian system of education. Children with special educational needs (with health problems, immigrants’ or Gipsy kids with poor knowledge of Russian, etc.) are educated in separate classes or schools of different types. 
And the most tragic demonstration of this separation approach in education is the flourishing for years practice of excessive diagnostics of children’s mental disability with subsequent placing the child as “uneducable” to social internat for the his/her life “as a vegetable” to the end of the days. There are not a single example when such a “vegetable” was taken to foster care and contrary to his/her terrible mental disability diagnosis do well  not worse than “normal” pupils in a general type school. One of these heroic foster mothers is Vera Drobiskaya in the town of Astrahan’; she saved 5 kids from Rasnochinovsky internat (there are 250 inmates now) and already for 3 years tries to take from this internat Vasily Makarov, who is now 16 years old and who all these years dreams to be moved to Vera Drobinskaya’s family. But authorities flatly reject in it, and nothing helps.
The new realities which give hope for reforms in near future are the introduction of position of President’s Ombudsman for Children’s Rights, the children’s rights directions of work of Public Chamber of Russia and of President’s Council on Development of Civil Society, and also the volunteers and other Civil activities of new post-Soviet generation of young people including young parents.

RECOMMENDATIONS TO RUSSIAN FEDERATION:
1. To amend the Federal Law “On Social Service in Russian Federation” adding the articles directing social centers to provide social services in the “social environment” – at home, in the streets… (social workers’ and other specialists’ support to any family in difficult life situation, including e.g. “social nurse” and “respite” for the families with disabled child, planned restoring work with socially vulnerable family with children, “street social workers”, etc.).
2. To introduce by the Law the unique coordinating bodies (on the federal, regional and municipal levels) determining politics in the field of protection of childhood and family.

3. To realize the wide program of disaggregation and reorganization of children’s institution with use of the following tools:
· to develop the traditional forms of the substitute families and to introduce by the Law the so called “family care groups” and patronat family care as “professional family” supported by the social service responsible for the child’s well being in the family (these forms will permit to provide family care for disabled children, for children without legal status of orphan, for all children who can not be placed under full parental responsibility);

· to reform present children’s institutions into the Family Support Centers following corresponding Russian best practices of the last 10 years.
4. To develop civil society initiatives in the interests of family and children, including public inspectorate of children’s institutions; to legalize by the targeted Agreements the mass scale volunteers’ work in children’s institutions and the work of the supervising non-governmental professional groups.

5. To amend the Federal Law on Education following the Inclusive education principals. In particular to cut out from the Law the obligatory exclusion of the pupil incapable to satisfy the demands of the unique obligatory course; thus to introduce by the Law the plurality of the obligatory courses of different difficulty levels taught in the same lessons and class-rooms.
6. To reform the work of psychiatrists and of the psychology-medical-pedagogical commissions responsible for the mass scale misdiagnosis of children’s mental disability and for stamping children as “uneducable”.

7. With a goal to create a remedy against abuse of psychiatry, as regards to children in particular, to implement after 19 years of delay the Article 38 of the 1992 Law “On Psychiatry assistance and guarantees in its providing to citizens”. This Article proclaimed the creation under Ombudsman for Human Rights of Russian Federation of the professional “Service for Protection of Rights of Patients of Mental Hospitals”, independent from the Health Care Departments.
8. To ratify the already signed Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities adjusting to its demands the following Laws and Rules, in particular:
· to establish with special act the bulk of information which responsible bodies must provide to person with disabilities;
· to widen in accordance with the real needs the Federal List of Services and Equipment  obligatory provided to the person with disability;

· to amend Civil Code and Family Code of Russia in accordance with demands of the Convention protecting the rights of persons with incapacity.

9. To introduce by the Law the special court procedures (juvenile justice) for minors delinquents and to pass the Law on protection of children – victims or witnesses of crime.

10. To reconsider the practice of care of minors delinquents deprived of freedom in the huge Colonies far from the place of living of their parents; to concentrate on the rehabilitation work and on preparation inmates to the future normal post-custody life.

11. Special problem: To cancel the practice of registering the disabled children – victims of two Chechen Wars (1994-1996, 1999-2003) as “disabled from the birth”; this false and unfair practice deprives children – victims of the war of the benefits fixed by the Law and is a manifestation of mass-scale violation of children’s rights.
         Questions to Russian Federation:

When Russian Federation plans to fulfill the President Medvedev’s Order, 16 March 2009, to built the modern effective system of protection of childhood? What are the first-hand steps in this direction?

When Russian Federation plans to implement the following repeated Recommendations given by UN Committee on the Rights of the Child in 1993, 1999 and 2005: 

- To introduce by the Federal Law the special Juvenile Justice for minors-delinquents and to stop Russian judicial system to handle teenagers on equal with adults?
- To introduce effective mechanism of consideration of complaints on cruel and degrading treatment with children – in the family, in schools, in children’s institutions? 

- To establish by the Law the providing of plural social services to families with children in difficult situation and to accompany this orphanhood prevention work with the deinstitutionalization reform of internats?
- To establish Public Inspectorate of children’s institutions and to develop Civil Society initiatives in favor of children?

- To reform the educational system in accordance with inclusive principles?
- To reform the procedures which permit excessive diagnostics of mental children’s disability?

- To overcome the enormous disparity between 82 Russian regions (provinces) in providing social and healthy care services?
- To establish the Federal Body responsible for the childhood politics in Russia and responsible in particular for implementation of recommendations of UN Committee on The Rights of the Child?
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